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ugust is here! We are into the
third summer month where you
eed to decide how much time

you can spend on Birch Lake with fami-
ly and friends versus anywhere else that
doesn’t quite have the view or options
for fun in the sun. The weather of recent
has been magnificent and the sailors
finally had more than enough wind for
their Sunday races.

One recent morning I took Scout out
for a walk and grabbed my Michigan
ball cap as my morning hair resembles a
combination of Martin Short’s Ed
Grimley and the character Kicking Bird
from Dances with Wolves. Lisa
Rodriguez was out for a walk, and it had
been quite some time since I last saw
her. When Lisa smiled and said, “Good
morning,” it just brightened my day.
Then she noticed the bald eagle flying
overhead and I wondered if from the
eagle’s viewpoint, was Scout an interest-
ing looking 18 Ib. meal or was the eagle
also enjoying Lisa’s smile? A day later
the eagle decided to sit in one of my

back lot trees and survey the lake. So
very cool.

The Fallon’s next door have been
busy with their children visiting, start-
ing with daughters Nora, then Katie
and her husband Thomas. Of recent, son
Tim with his wife Lauren and their love-
ly daughter Luna have been on Birch
and will soon be joined by daughter Liz,
husband Steve and their 4 kids. I see
lots of activity on the horizon next door
along with strategic afternoon naps.

The Welchs had one big multi-gen-
eration gathering last weekend at Fran
and Randy’s and Jeannie and Patrick’s
homes. It is so great that families are
getting together and enjoying Birch
Lake. On one of my walks, I saw Vice
Commodore Barb Cassady loading up a
car with grandchildren and her son, Dr.
Bob, who is a Family Medicine physi-
cian and Sharon’s new doctor. They
were heading off to Lawless Park for a
family walkabout, following the tried-
and-true method of tiring the kids out
before they tire you out.

The Yacht Club Board meeting this
Saturday will be the last one I preside
over before passing the baton to Vice
Commodore Barb later in the month.
Truth be told, Mike Sheffieck as

Secretary organizes and runs the meet-
ings like the Wizard of Oz behind the
curtain and is assisted by Deb Spratt
who keeps track of all our finances as
the Treasurer. Barb will be fortunate to
have Mike and Deb’s support when she
becomes Commodore.

Make the best of your time on Birch

ri\vy

Birch Lake Calendar*

August 7 - Corn and Sausage
Roast Canceled

August 21 - BLYC Fall Dinner, details tba

August 27 - Ladies Lunch & Style Show,
Woodfire, Dowagiac, 11 am, tba

September 6 - Labor Day flotilla, tha

Oct. 16 - Crockpot Challenge (tentative)

BLYC BOARD MEETINGS
Aug. 7,9 am @ BLYC

August 7 - Homeowners Association annual
meeting, BLYC, following board meeting.

For info, and open dates to rent the Birch
Lake Yacht Club building, contact Sandy
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker will entertain ads and editorial items for potential publication. E-mail to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the
stone mailbox) at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication. Contact Editor

Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text). Contact Commodore Dan Waxman, call 317-506-1680 or email DWaxman@uversiti.org.



— Birch Lake Notes —

this month, and until that time,
~Commodore Dan, First Mate
Sharon and Scout the Wonder Dog

Crockpot Challenge

Does the thought of fall conjure up
visions of steaming bowls of delicious
soups? And perhaps something ooey and
gooey to satisfy a sweet tooth? Then let’s
talk about the BLYC Crockpot
Challenge! We have a couple tentative
dates set for the event, September 4 and
October 16. I wanted to have a second
date in case the increase Covid 19 cases
were to interfere with the September
date, so we have a contingency plan with
the October date.

NOW FOR THE RULES: You may
submit entries of either savory or sweet
category, or both. Not sure about sweet?
Check Pinterest for ideas!

Participants Only arrival time at
5:30 pm. Please be on time! Bring
extension cords, and utensils.

DO NOT I.D. YOUR CROCKPOT!!

Arrival time for the following will be
5:45 to allow set up time for the crock-
pots: Hors d'oeuvres and toppings
(crackers, cheese, diced onion, breads,
butter, etc.). Non crockpot challenge des-
serts (i.e. Julie’s Cookies ... HAHAHA!)
set on table provided. Good idea to I.D.
your dishes.

BYOB: we will be using any leftover
beer and wine, but it is unknown how
much will be available after previous
events. If it is available, we will offer it.

Guests arrival time 6 pm! NO
EARLY ENTRIES to eat. Get your vot-
ing ballots at the door as you come in.
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and
3rd places in each category.

6:15 EATING BEGINS! Scoring and
prizes at approximately 7:15. There will
be a Basket Raffle and 50/50 drawings.
A more concrete date will be announced
soon. Watch the Barker. Any questions
call Bad Patty at 317-605-6421.

**Again all of this depends on the Covid 19
virus and whether or not we feel comfortable enough
to host this event.

2021 Corn & Sausage Roast
CANCELED due to COVID

We have some sad news to share.
Due to the recent surge in COVID cases,
including around the Lake, in an abun-
dance of caution we have decided it
would be best to cancel this year’s Corn
& Sausage Roast. As you know and
appreciate, the Corn & Sausage Roast
has always been a great way to bring
our community together in fellowship —
it was never just about the food. Being
together in the Yacht Club, smiling and
enjoying the company of our friends and

Thomas J.

5” Water Wells

Mosier

neighbors, has been why we do the event
in the first place.

All of the eating for the Corn &
Sausage Roast is inside the tight quar-
ters of the Yacht Club. With new knowl-
edge about the high risk of COVID’s
resurgence, we simply couldn’t risk hold-
ing an event that could spread the virus
to those in our wonderful community.
And having a take-out-only event would
be against the entire community-build-
ing purpose we want. So, it will be
another year before we're able to have
the next Corn & Sausage Roast. Hope
to see you in 2022!

~Blair & Bernie Garceau,
Vickie & Tom Rogers
and Julie & Mike Sheffieck

Ladies Luncheon and Style Show
Our Luncheon and Style show is
“just around the corner” on Friday,
August 27. Six of our Birch Lake ladies
will be modeling the latest in fall fash-
ions from the Marshall Shoppe in
Dowagiac. Join our models Jan Temple,
Tracey Limes, Claudia Phipps, Blair
Garceau, Michelle Seyfarth, and Jeannie
Welch,for a fun afternoon ... includes 10
percent discount on anything you may
buy at the shop after the style show!
Tickets will go on sale this week.
The price is $30 and will include, a

We rent

OAPOLLOMARlNE.net

APOLLO
MARINE

South side

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

of Gravel Lake

15355 96 Avenue
Lawton, MI 49065

269-423-6011
1-888-096-B0AT

Pontoon Boats!

“Promise of Quality

We service all

M-60 E
area lakes!

Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

SALES + SERVICE + STORAGE




— Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

207272 (&eel]

$ 12,000

July 26 $ 4,802

to donate use the form
for fireworks in the back of
or any other o date this week’s
BLYC function Birch

or activity ... Barker

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

- Normally Open
“@“ 7 days/wk
Yep v STRAN 11 am to Midnight
Carry Outs available
69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN

(269) 641-5317
http://mww.zimmystavern.com

salad, entree, drink, tax and gratuity. Just call Denny
Weesner, 476 2569 or 650 862 4711, or Ronda Eshleman at
317 418 9557.

The Printed Birch Barker

The Birch Barker is delivered to homes on Birch Lake
every weekend, and is available online at the website
http:/www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.

Deadline for any given week ‘s Barker is noon on Tuesday
prior to the weekend. To contact editor Phil, email onlinebark-
er@gmail.com, sailorphil@philvitale.com, phone 269-476-1680
(no text, I don’t have a cell phone), mail items to 63174 Birch
Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or put them in my mailbox at that
address on the east side of the lake.

To submit items to the Birch Barker or to buy a display or
classified ad, email your items to sailorphil@philvitale.com or
onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail (or deposit items) Phil Vitale,
63174 Birch Rd. (east side), Vandalia, MI 49095. Display ad
sizes and prices can be seen at http://www.philvitale.com/
Barker/BirchBarker.htm. Classified ads are free for BLYC
paid members, and $5/week for non-members.

For those with
too many guests
and too few
bathrooms.

The ot of Wl

Intetior Design

' g,m@?
v Color @alete Seloction
* Pre-Sale Staging Consult and fssistance

Welcome to Jaywalker

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305




byl FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER

Great wind, fast sailing

unday was a great day for sail-
Sing, if you liked a lot of wind. We

began the day with 9 mph winds
and ended up with 13 mph-plus winds.
So it was some fast racing. We had a few
boats go down and thankfully, we had
Rick Doolittle and company on hand
to rescue, and also Phil Vitale and Vic
Jones were out patrolling the lake for
anyone needing assistance.

Aboard the committee boat were
Good Patti with her sister-in-law Katie
Campbell from Chicago, Deb Hall, and
her friend from Valparaiso, Lori Tobias,
and Bad Patty. We certainly appreciate

their help and hope to see them back on
the committee boat soon.

Once again thanks to Tom Cas-
sady for putting out the marks. We are
grateful to him for setting them out for
us every Sunday.

We're looking forward to next week,
hopefully we will have wind, but not
quite as rough and windy as this past
Sunday. Thanks sailors, and we will see
you next week.

Sail on!

~Fleet Captain,Bill
(and ghostwriter, BP)

SL.OW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOVW DOWVWIN ON
OoOuUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

5..-.

Ll

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

-
-

269.244.5510

11920 McKinley St.
Jones, Michigan 49061

www. satorisalonandspa.com

Email: sarorisalonspaogmail.com

QA
Salon & Spa

Offering our Guests...
- All Hair Services w/Natural Products

=2 Fxperience the Organic Differernce

Pedicures & Marnicures
Facial & Massage
Sugaring & Waxing
Fvelash Fxitensions & Lifis

= w €

. Insightful. Effe

D

TUESLEY » HALL - KONOPA, LLP

atftorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis«South Bend « Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com




~Sailing Page~
BLYC Season Standings to date

Date 1-Aug 1-Aug .eeeeenees 1-Aug Total Point Races....cccummmmmmnnnan %
Race 14 15 16 Points ............ Average ............. Finished...... Finished
MC Scow/Sailor Total MC Races=> 16

Scott Troeger #1489.... DNS....ccccommmmmmrrnnn DNS......oovcrrrrrs DNS....ccooumrrrrn LA T AB59.eeieeeessssisseenns 10 iiivveeeeerseeeeensssenens 63%
Barb Cassady #2506...................... LI L[S LS 20249......eeeererininseeee 1858....ooeeeeeeisseecrsieneens LS T 81%
Bill Luecht #1579..........coomervvvvvree. 2 oeeeeeeneeneeesenenns 2 e 2 23495..... e 1468......ooeeeeeeecriieneees LT 100%
Pat Welch #1979.......c.ccoooerreereeeens B\ J— B\ T B/ T— 14010 oo eeeeeeeneennnnns 1407 e TR 56%
Bob King #1199................ DNS...... DNS .o DNS....ooorrrrrreeeens (SIS 1369, eeereeeeeemmnerseeeeee S 6%
Pat McGann #1735........ccooeerrerveeeens K S K- .DNF....oovrrreeernee LR [0 T 1365.....orerrrrrneennseeee 12 75%
Amber Grundy.........cevvvvvvveesssnnnes L/ LN 3. 4554 ... 1323 L 69%
Sandy VItale ..........coeemmnnneeeeenns DNS....... DNS....... .DNS... O 1247 oo, LS T 81%
Sunfish/Sailor Total Sunfish Races=> 13
Peter Soldato.........ccoooovvvirrererrronns 5]\ J— D]\ T ]\ JOO— 4644 ... 1548 K SO 19%
Rick RUSSWUIM ........ccocervmrrrrereeees 2 e 7/ S A 24585 L7 [T 100%
Scott TemMple........ceeeerererreeeennnns L[ 2 e K S— LY — 1453 ceereeeeeeens e [ 7%
Steve FIeW ......o.vvveeeerrereeesrsrsvsiennns /TN L[S LR 183% ... 1415 1< S 100%
Stewart Spraft...........ccoooeeeeeerrvnenns DNS ... D]\ T DNS.......... 18182 1399 1T 69%
Bob NiezgodsKi ........c.urreeeceeeeeens K S K (T 18606 .....oooroeereerreeernes 1329 M i 85%
Herb Cleveland ........cccoooveeeeeccceenenns B eeeeeennnrereeneeeees S S L0 (— 1314 e L[S 85%
AMY TrOBGEN ....vvvrrrrrersrrsessessenns DNS....cooovrrrrrrrenne [\ S — ]\ JOO— 3681 .eooereeeereereneennns 1227 o K T 23%
JEffWallS ......oooeeeeeeeeeceeriis S J O [ S 12866 .....ooorereeeeerrrreeees L0 T D ettt 69%
Camille BUtIE ........vvvveeeeeeriveres [ [ T errrreseeessssssssnnnns 14026............. L[ T 8 et 62%
PatMcGann................ wDNS e DNS.....ooovvueere 3]\ SO 1024 ... J024 .o 1 s 8%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DNIF (Did Not Finish) DSQ (Disqualified)
scores as last place (if 5 boats started the race, will be scored as 5th place); DNIF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who
serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40
system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed
races, Points go to skipper of boat.

In addition _
to the 100’ No ywake @

No Wake in the entire Cove!

Stay 100’ from Camp T’s

no wake
zones around the /
lakeshores, all
boats should
produce no
wakes in the
shallow areas
marked with an %\
... Wakes in these - _—
areas disturb the lake bottom
and are causing damage to sea

buoys!

Stay 100’ from docks, rafts,
towed rafts, all boats, ski-
ers and tubers

Keep all skiers and towed
rafters 100’ from other
boats, piers & rafts

walls and yards. Please do not run
through these fragile areas at wake speed.

Thank you!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake



— Water Quality Report —

Commandment#5 ... no phosphorus

mandment # 5, “Thou Shalt Not Allow
hosphorus, Nutrients and other
Chemicals to Enter Our Lake.”

Phosphorus is a chemical element
required for all forms of life, necessary for
every cellular process that uses energy. It
is used most extensively in fertilizer. It is
the “limiting factor” in many, and partic-
ularly in aquatic, ecosystems. This means
it is the variable in which a small change
in the quantity of phosphorus DIRECTLY
CAUSES A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE in
the output (growth) of the system (plants
and algae.)

While virtually all nutrients are
considered to be undesirable, preventing
or the reducing the volume of phosphorus
getting into an inland lake is commonly
held to be the SINGLE MOST SIGNIFI-
CANT FACTOR in preserving, or advanc-
ing, the water quality of inland lakes.

Due to its depth and limited inlets
and outlets, it takes some 15 years to
drain and replenish all the water in Birch
Lake. Whatever we let, or gets, into our
lake will be there for a very long time. So
our need to ward off the entry of phospho-
rous, and other undesirable elements, is
crucially acute. Accordingly, we ask that
you:

[t: time to review with you our Com-

THE “SIX COMMANDMENTS OF
«TER QUALITY

BIRCH LAKE

1) Consider not using any fertilizer on
your property
2) If you must fertilize, please:

A.Do so only once per year, in as small a
quantity, and as far away from the shore-
line, as possible.

B.Make sure the fertilizer contains no
phosphorus

C.Recall that the other nutrients in
fertilizer are undesirable also.

3) Shovel and load out ashes.

4) Don’t allow leaves or other vegetation
to get into the lake.

5) Bear in mind that anything left on the
surface within our watershed will
eventually get into the lake.

6) Pick up and properly dispose of animal
waste.

7) Don’t feed any wildlife, particularly not
ducks, swans, or geese.

8) Between your lawn and shoreline plant
a barrier strip, as wide as possible, of
deeply rooted native plants at least 12”

- 24” tall to minimize erosion and catch
undesirable elements from entering the
water. [This barrier strip may also help
discourage geese from entering, and mak-
ing deposits upon, your lawn area.]

9)Be aware that wave, or wake, action,
particularly in shallow water, stirs up
and sends back into the water column,

existing phosphorus that had previously
settled to the bottom and attached itself to
material there.
10] Consider not using any weed killer or
other chemicals on your property. If you
must, please do so in limited quantities,
away from the lake and not on a windy
day or before a rain event.
11) Recall that natural shorelines are one
of our very best bets at limiting
phosphorus in our lake.

Thank you and

PLEASE PASS THE WORD

BIRCH LAKE GOODIES!

Custom made koosies, kitchen towels, hot pads, wine
bags, flags, coasters, t-shirts, coffee cups and all-
occasion greeting cards. Prices vary depending on time

V. Thou shalt not allow
phosphorus, nutrients,
and other undesirable
chemical elements to
enter our lake

I. Thou shalt prevent
the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species AlS)

II. Thou shalt minimize
surface runoff

VI. Thou shalt remain
informed and active
about other Water
Quality issues

lll. Thou shalt minimize
the effects of waves

IV. Thou shalt protect
and expand Natural
Shorelines

and material costs. Great gifts, home/cottage decor.
10% of all sales go-to the Birch Lake Yacht Club!

If you’ve got an idea for a custom item, | can make it!
Contact Jennifer Ball, Balljkb@aol.com, 574-535-3733

Source.
1Bank

1Istsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.
Source.

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not

deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve

investment risk, mcludmg loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly
owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Deliveries Twclude:

Egps, Fruits, Vegetables,
Baked Goods and Preserved

) 6A-P6-0F54




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Above: Guests of Bud and Deb Hall (C) were her aunts and
& uncles. Glenn and Susie Miranda of Valparaiso IN, Darrell

and Florence Sergent of Crown Point, IN and Tom and Barba-
ra Pugh of Marco Island, FL. They really enjoyed their day at

- the lake.

Left: Miss Lauren Snider (C) celebrated her 4th birthday on
Monday August 2nd in her fancy unicorn ouffit.

ATri-County Bookkeepers

tax accounting & payroll services since 1955

An accounting practice serving

southwestern Michigan for over
60 years specializing in

small business accounting

Al c':::::’::z[ GATHERINGS We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business

2 e requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,

o corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

:‘!{'\; N

Granger Chapel
- Large Rooms - Children's Room
Tax planning

- Spacious Cafe/Lounge , , :
S5 / Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’'t we alll We can
= f help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off

57‘--232—'4“ | the ground

mmm'm Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We'll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

“The perfect location between

Michigan and Indiana”
: 2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

269-926-2191

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Above: Tessa McGann gets a golf cart to get around
the lake with her broken leg and having surgery.

Left: Andy Karceski (north side) sent a nice sunset tubing pic

Get a FREE market analys#s'

r ONTC L‘:I!a: u*”“i‘

( 269-445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!
NOW IS A GREAT TIME

TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@ThelLakelife.com




— Birch Lake History —

Cranmers to celebrate 66th anniversary

Congratulations to Donna and Har-
old Cranmer (westside/cove), who will
celebrate their 66th wedding anniversa-
ry on August 14.

They have a daughter, Julie (Steve)
Plaia of Mishawaka and a son, Bob
Cranmer of Elkhart, as well as two
grandsons, Chad (Ellen) or Oregon and
Jared (Kelsey Kirbie) of Mishawaka.

This is also Harold’s 85th year
as a Birch Laker. His father, Joseph
Cranmer, bought two lots in 1927 in the
Woodland Cove addition. Harold came
home from EGH in January, 1936 to the
first of two homes his father built. That
property was sold and a second cottage
was built on the adjoining lot where the
family still enjoys the lake.

BARKER KIDS OF THE WEEK, HISTORY, ETC.

Want to share your history at Birch Lake? Want your kid to be a Kid
of the Week? Just mail your info and photos (with a SASE if you
want the photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI
49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in the mailbox at my home
(on the east side), or email me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Sale Weth Susie!
Your Waterfrout Specialist
&\ Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER

REALTY .

574-320-6697 cen ﬂ ==
Zillow

269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com h 45 % $ 58
Susie@susietucker.com | >STARAGENT

susie@susie tucken. 5 74-320-6 697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.

v T A




— 2021 Mens Golf Outing —
Tokyo comes to Birch_Golf Event

was a marvelous outing this year I - - [ X > " l

I%t the Hemlock Course at Pine View Ly | VAL , | |
olf Club in three rivers. The diner | '

following was beef tenderloin, mashed

potatoes, green beans following a salad.

We gave out gold, silver and bronze
medals this year in honor of the Tokyo
Olympics. In addition to the three place
podium winners there were eight games,
closest to the pin, longest drive, etc.

At an amazing scramble score of
58 were gold medalists John DeCloedt,
Terry Wiseman, K. C. “Big Hitter” Wise-
man, and “Mr. Consistent,” former Notre
Dame team golfer 60 Bud Zesinger.

Taking the Silver Metals were the
“Young Buck Team” from the north
shore of Andy Karceski, Bob Bender, and
Ken (lost his cell phone in the lake) Petty
and Tom Caplis with a score of 63.

We had a three-way tie for third
place at 65 and had to back up from hole
#18 to determine who got to stand on the
podium while the Birch Lake Anthem
was played and the BLYC flag was
raised. With a birdie on 2 on #18, it was
the foursome of Tim Steffen, Wes Stef-
fen, Coach Bill Doba and “power house”
Randy Welch, II. The other teams in
the tie were: Bob Baucus, Brody Baucus,
Tony Schmitt and (NO SHOW) Nick
Bergan the 2021 Blackthorn Golf Club
Champion was in Idaho doing something
fun and did not play; and the team of:
Kevin Bernaciak, John Ball, Ben Covey
and Aaron Covey.

Other medal winners for on course
games were: Longest Drive for Medi-
care Card carrying men only was me Pat
McGann, Shortest Drive and Longest
Putt for Medicare types was our only
double winner Jim Bradfield, Scott

“The Beast” Sortal won Longest Drive, making it fun and tasty for |
Bret Sortal won Closest to the Pin in everyone. I'd also like to . | ' -
two shots; Closest to the Pin winners thank Chas Grundy, my
on the four Par 3 holes were: Dr. Vic talented Godson and cousin,
Jones, Dick “The Putt Master” Cowen, for his help in setting up the
Ray Scholes, and Coach Bill Doba. Tim online entry forms and Deb
“Dead Eye” Steffen won the longest putt.  Spratt for record keeping,
I want to thank all the players and the Barker Editor Phil
for playing and Steve, Betty and their Vitale for publishing and

staff at Pine View for an amazing job promoting the event. . -

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

SUNDAY IIS SAILING DAY

AT TRIR(CTE ILATKIS,

o SAILING paws
TEEES Start at 11

RIFEASEIGIVEREV
ASBREAKS

STAY CLEAR OF
THE COURSE!

alphiagraphics

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19)

This continues to be a great time you that will gener-
ate opportunities to enjoy parties, social occasions,
the arts, attendance or participation in sports events
plus, playful activities with children. This same influ-
ence urges you fo take a vacation; and it also
pumps possibilities for romance! Nevertheless, this
week, the same areas might hold some unexpected
surprises and moments of rebellion.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Your focus continues to be on home and family this
week. Many of you will be more involved than usual
with a parent. Family discussions will definitely take
place, perhaps addressing the need for home
repairs. However, this is also when you might
encounter some rebellion or surprises and mishaps
due to domestic arguments or something that
impacts your home. Fortunately, the opportunities for
you to enjoy vacations, fun occasions, the arts,
sports, romance and playful activities will abound.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You're happy with your fast pace because you like
life to be interesting! Short trips, discussions,
appointments and errands are just some reasons
you're on the go this week. Admittedly, it behooves
you fo pay attention to everything you say and do
because stressful aspects could encourage a few
speed bumps to your plans. Pay attention to every-
thing you say and do to reduce the possibility of
accidents or goofy mistakes.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Money, eamings and cash flow continue to be your
primary focus this week. You might even have some
excellent moneymaking ideas. Many of you will
attract money to you as well! Nevertheless, some-
thing to do with money, cash flow, earnings and your
possessions might encounter obstacles this week or
something surprising or unexpected. Therefore, be
mindful. Take care of what you own. Double check
anything to do with your money and assets.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)

This is a strong time for you and it's your chance to
recharge your batteries for the rest of year. That's
why everyone is making reservations for dinner,
enjoying the arts, and watching sports as well as
engaging in some saucy flirting. Nevertheless, this
might trigger feisty conversations with bosses and
authority figures. You feel independent and ready to
go out on your own. Fortunately, a sweet money
surprise might come your way.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

This week you might feel vaguely unsettled. On the
upside, you might have some brilliant ideas or an
epiphany about something. But you might also feel
like you're waiting for the other shoe to drop - some-
thing like that. Don’t worry because this is a tempo-
rary feeling that will be gone by next week.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is a popular week! Expect to enjoy the compa-
ny of younger people. It's an excellent time to define
future goals so that you have a better grasp of what
is ahead. Goals keep you on track and make future
decision-making easier. Be patient and don't jump to
conclusions. Meanwhile, an unexpected love affair
might take place.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

You look fabulous in the eyes of everyone else, you
will be skilled and proficient talking to people in
authority - bosses, parents, teachers, VIPs and the
police. They will listen to you. Having said this, these
of the very areas that will be interrupted for some
reason because of the influence of Uranus. You
might feel rebellious and want to quit your job or give
your two cents worth to your boss. Worse yet, they
might suddenly print out something from on high that
you least expected to hear. Whatever happens, stay
cool. You still look wonderful to everyone. You might
meet a new friend this week, someone unusual or
different. Help from an unexpected source is at
hand.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Your desire to travel and do something different is
strong this week. You also want a chance to leamn
something new, which makes this a marvelous time
to study. You might also be more focused on legal
matters or something to do with medicine, publishing
and the media. Nevertheless, these same areas are
where you will encounter a surprise or an unexpect-
ed glitch. Anything could happen.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You are concerned with practical matters, especially
the wealth and assets of your partner, shared prop-
erty, inheritances, banking matters and taxes - all
this red-tape stuff. Generally, your sign is very good
at dealing with this because Capricom rules the gov-
ernment. However, the sudden and unpredictable
influences will create some kind of upset in these
same areas.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This week your sign is drawing your attention to your
closest relationships - marriage partners, profession-
al partners and close friends. This polarized position
offers you the best opportunity all year to objectively
view how you relate to others. Use this to learn
something important. Something unexpected might
occur with your partner or close friend. Fortunately,
money, gifts and goodies will unexpectedly come
your way that will surely soothe any ruffled feathers.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)

Your ambition to get better organized is still strong.
In fact, not only do you want to work harder and
smarter, you also want to improve your health as
well because you are setting the bar high. And why
not? Unfortunately, these are the very same areas
where Uranus will trigger a few problems and sur-
prises. Computer glitches, staff shortages, interrup-
tions to your job as well as unexpected news that is
health-related might occur. Note: Something surpris-
ing might also relate to your pet? Therefore, keep
your eyes open!
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The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.002
0.3 days before new moon

Sunrise: 06:40:56 AM
Sunset: 20:54:36 PM
Moonrise: 05:20:42 AM
Moonset: 20:54:06 PM
Daylight: 14 Hr 13 Min 40 Sec




Birch Barker Funnies
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eirloom Tomato
Toast with Feta

Ingredients
+ 2 slices crusty bread

1 clove garlic, halved

3 ounces feta cheese, sliced

1 large heirloom tomato, sliced

1 teaspoon dried oregano
+ flaky sea salt and freshly ground black
pepper to taste

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
Directions

Step 1 Toast the bread until golden
brown. Remove from toaster and rub each
slice with 1/2 a clove of garlic, rubbing cut-
side down.

Step 2 Top each slice of toast evenly with

the feta cheese, tomato, oregano, salt, and
pepper. Drizzle with olive oil and serve
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— Camp Tannadoonah —
Just one more week to go

ust one more week of camp to go!
' This coming week is our last week

of the summer, and we hope to see
many of you on the lake for the Friday
night Serenade. Our campers will be
coming down the stairs to the water-
front around 9 pm or 9:15 pm on Friday,
August 13 for our annual candlelight
serenade.

We're going to finish the summer
with a total of 1113 campers, our biggest
summer ever. What a way to celebrate
100 years of Camp Tannadoonah! We
had a total of 300 day campers and 813
overnight campers, which is a lot more
on the day camp side than we typically
have.

Although our staff numbers were
a bit of a struggle through the year (as
I think staffing has been for everyone
across the country), we had a great core
group who did a fantastic job. We were
able to pull together former campers and
staff members to come back for a week
at a time, and family members of staff
members who came and helped us out
whenever possible. We're really proud
of all the hard work and effort that our
staff put in to make this summer awe-
some for our campers.

In celebration of our 100th anni-

versary, the theme for this last week of
camp is Decades Week. Our counselors
have been thinking up fun costumes and
decorations for the different decades and
are looking forward to some dancing
throughout the week! If you see anyone
down at the waterfront in silly costumes,
don’t be alarmed!

This past week, one of our board
members arranged for a local media
company, Pentavision, to come out to
camp to film some interviews and foot-
age to create a new camp video. Many
years ago, Mr. Bruce Harlan — a Birch
Lake resident, camp board member, and
director of Golden Dome Productions at
Notre Dame — worked with Pentavision
to create a camp video and a commercial
that aired on local television stations.
Some of you may remember it! We hav-
en’t done a professional video since then
— probably 30 years ago.

We're really excited to see what
they produce from the interviews and
footage of campers. We gathered a group
of board members, lake residents, camp
alumni, volunteers, staff, and campers
who agreed to be interviewed about their
experiences with Camp Tannadoonah.
They plan to create a couple different
short videos to use for marketing, to pro-
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CAMP TANNADOONAH

BIRCH LAKE

http://tannadoonah.org

mote our 100th anniversary event, and
for fundraising purposes.

We're really getting in to the plan-
ning for our 100th Anniversary celebra-
tion in September. We're planning an
exciting “Grown up Camp” weekend the
weekend of September 24-26. It’s not
limited to camp alums — this event is
open to anyone who loves Camp Tanna-
doonah and wants to spend a fun week-
end at camp. We have lots of interesting
and fun activities — some traditional
camp activities and others that are more
geared towards grownups.

Check it out and register at Tanna-
doonah.org/100years!

~Mrs. Amber

REAL EST

2020 Chairmans Club

2020 MLS Diamond Award Winner

A The TOP SELLING Realtor
in 2020 for Cressy & Everett and
a waterfront resident

for over 25 years.
0 BESTE

REAL ESTATE

AGENTS

Cressy&Everett1
REAL ESTATE
Ahove. And Beyond.

Dennis Bamber REALTOR® 701 Spruce Street » Dowagiac, MI 49047
Cell, 574.532.3808

dennishamber@cressyeverett.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE donated to Camp Tannadoonah. Steve they can contact us at: 574.286.7419
24’ camper. 1 large slide out. 2 queen Frew 239-315-1177 (Christine Marsh), 574.850.8835 (Paul
size beds. Shower. Bathroom, A/C, TV , Marsh). Also, we still have a white adoran-
Microwave, stove/ oven. Very clean. We are getting new cabinets and won- dack chair that washed up last fall.
Makes for a great over-flow for guests. dered if anyone would be interested in the
Asking $13,000. Bob Groszek (south side) old ones. The counter tops, sink
219-384-9291 and appliances are also available.
From my understanding they are from the
One yellow canoe, fiberglass, two mid 90’s, but I'm not 100% sure. Some of
passenger, good condition except alumi- the appliances are from the early 2000’s.
num seat frames need new webbing. $1 Everything is in great shape, we just want-
or best offer to good home — proceeds ed a fresh look. If any one is interested

COCoCososoopossososoossssssssossssossossssosod
LADIES STYLE SHOW AND LUNCHEON

Fu

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 11 AM
WOODFIRE GRILL

FOR RENT:
Are you interested in a unique fun vaca-
tion? Check out our Florida Village house
at ourhome4rent.com/cjp Call 574-
596-2154 for more info.

SERVICES:
| do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations;
call Kathy at 476- 9317

FASHIONS BY THE MARSHALL SHOP
TICKETS $30
CALL
DENNY WEESNER 269-476-2569

RONNI ESHLEMAN 317-4189557
OO0C0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

(CLASSIEIEDJADVERTISING

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are free to
BLYC members, $5/week for everyone else.
Send your ad to me at sailorphil@philvitale.
com. If you no longer need your ad to run in the
Barker please let me know so | can pull it.
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Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

o oF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

N 269-687-7192 s, v
en= 3 B B8 866-751-1470 70! rrec

Emergency
Service

—-] o I‘ Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Get involved!

Get involved in the community. Volunteer, help with a
project, clean up the roadside, join a committee, help a
neighbor, and pay your yacht club dues!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2021 BILYC QIFIFICIERS & DIIRIECTORS

2018/19 BLYC Officers
Dan Waxman (E), Commodore
317-506-1680 ..........cc...... DWaxman@yversiti.org
Barb Cassady (E), Vice Commodore
574-303-2831-bcassady@holycrossvillage.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain........ 476-2843
wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors

Angela Bergan (E) ......cccccveeineiennncne 561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W)...c.ccuicceienreneeecnnas 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)......ccccoerrvnniiceerrenenes 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) ........cccovveueee. 574-261-6712
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry DUgan (S).....cooeeerrerrerenereeeeeens 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau...........ccccovvnnicicccinnens 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).......ccocoueeerrerrerenenne 574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove)........ccccvuvrniiiereirirreenee 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net

Patty Luecht (E) ....cccoovvvniiicrrirreens 476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)......ccccceuu... 574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Sarah Petty (N)......ccooovnicnrnnrencecnns 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccocoerrmneneneeenens i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGErS (C) ...covereruerereeriecreeeeeen 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)........ccooeceeernnnencnennns 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E).....cooeoverrenneeieceees 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)......ccccvvernnniccierrrenene 476-1680

sailorphil@philvitale.com,
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ......ccooeeevrnnenecccnne 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Sue WIllIams (S)....c.cvveieeernirirreneeeerenas 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and
Homeowners Association ...............c........ 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YET,

It’s time to pay your 2021 dues!
Support the BLYC, support the Lake, support the Community!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Total contribution:

Address

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




Place AED on ground.

Open lid.

Follow AED prompts.
Give compressions.

Remove clothing.
Expose chest.

If required, AED will deliver
shock automatically.

Ifinstructed, give breaths.

Attach pads.

If present, place CPR device.

Automatic AED

CARDIAC
/ science

Cardiac Science and the Shielded Heart logo are sradensarks
of Cardliaz Seience Coporation,
Copyright © 2019 All Righrs Reserved.
500 Burdick Parkway, Deerhield. Wisconsin 53531 [15A
www_cardiacscience.com
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SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable
Awnings
for Decks

and Patios

Boat Covers
and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road Rl e »
Three Rivers, M1 40003 (@AWINgs

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




